
[N] Said R. Eleazar, “Each passage in which it is stated, ‘and 
the Lord,’ means that at hand are He and his court. 

[O] “And the meaning of the matter is indicated by the 
principal source [describing the Lord and his court]: ‘And 
the Lord has spoken evil concerning you’ (1 Kings 22:23 
and 2 Chron. 18:22). [That is, the court exacts justice, 
rather than dispensing mercy.]” 

[P] What is the seal of the Holy One, blessed be He? 

[Q] R. Bibi in the name of R. Reuben: “It is truth.” 

[R] What is the meaning of “truth”? 

[S] Said R. Bun, “It is that He is the living God and the 
everlasting King” (Jer. 10:10). 

[T] Said R. Simeon b. Laqish, “An alef stands at the 
beginning of the alphabet, a mem stands at the 
middle, and a tav stands at the end [both of the 
word and of the alphabet] to indicate, ‘I am the 
first,’ for I did not accept dominion by anyone else’s 
authority. ‘And besides me there is no god’ (Is. 
44:6), for I have no colleague. ‘And I am the 
last’ [Is. 44:6, in different order], for in the end I 
shall not hand over [dominion] to another.”

[II:5 A] R. Ba and R. Benjamin b. Yaphet had a case in the court of R. Isaac, 
and the decision went in favor of R. Benjamin. R. Ba came and wanted 
to cause trouble with R. Ammi [ because R. Isaac had decided the case 
all by himself]. [R. Ammi] instructed him that an expert who sat down 
and gave a decision  his decision is valid. ―

[B] R. Abbahu would go into session all by himself, as a judge in the 
synagogue at the gate of Caesarea. His disciples said to him, “And has 
not Rabbi taught us, ‘Do not judge all by yourself?” 

[C] He said to them, “Since [people] see that I sit as a judge all by myself  
and [nonetheless] come to me, it is as if they accepted me [as a single 
judge to decide] their [case].” 

[D] And thus also has it been taught: “Under what [18b] circumstances 
[may one not judge all by himself]? When [the litigants] did not accept 
[the individual as sole judge] for their [case]. But if they did accept 
[the individual as sole judge] for their [case], it is proper even for an 
individual to judge all by himself.” 



[E] R. Yohanan went to have a case judged before R. Hiyya the Elder.  
[Hiyya] seated a disciple with him [so as not to judge all by 
himself]. 

[F] But has it not been taught: A father and his son, a master and 
his disciple  both of them are numbered as a single person―  
[T. San. 7:2/0]. 

[G] We say that in this case it is an associate and a disciple, as in the 
case of R. Eleazar and R. Yohanan [in which case both count]. 

[H] A court decision went forth from the court of Rab, when he was 
judging all by himself; from R. Aha, when he was judging all by 
himself; from R. Jonah and R. Yosé, when they were judging all by 
themselves. 

[I] There we have learned: He who rakes payment for judging 
 his judgments are null [M. Bekh. :6]. ―

[J] The meaning of the Mishnah law is this: If one is suspect of 
collecting a salary in order to judge, [his judgments are 
null]. [But if he accepts a salary only for the loss of time to 
earn a living, that is acceptable.] (T. Bekh. 3:8.)

[K] A man came to seek a judgment before R. Huna. [Huna] 
said to him, “Bring me someone to till around my palm 
tree.” 

[L] R. Huna was an ox herder, and he had evidence to give in  
behalf of someone in a suit. He said to him, “Come and 
give testimony in my behalf.” He replied, “Pay me a salary 
[which I shall lose].” 

[M] And thus it has been taught: They do pay a fee to a judge 
for his time, and a fee to the witness for his time [T. 
Bekh. 3:8C]. 

[II:6 A] A man deliberately rendered a priest [cultically] unclean. The case 
came before R. Isaac, and he ordered the man to provide 
unconsecrated food for the priest to eat [since he could not eat  
cheaper food, in the status of heave offering, which he normally ate, 
by reason of his cultic uncleanness]. 

[B] [The disciples] supposed that [the man] might deduct the cost of food 
in the status of heave offering from the penalty, [since the priest would 
have paid that lesser cost in any event]. [This would constitute a 
mediated agreement, which accounts for what follows.] 




